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JOINT STATEMENT
EUDR: WE NEED LEGAL CERTAINTY, STABILITY, PREDICTABILITY AND CLARITY
6 August 2025

As representatives of companies, trade associations, and NGOs committed to improving the
sustainability of palm oil, we have consistently worked to ensure that the fight against deforestation
— now a true ecological emergency in some regions — becomes an essential condition to
strengthen the economic resilience of supply chains and consumer trust. The organizations we
represent have for years invested in transparent practices, traceable and sustainable supply chains,
and the respect of human rights, workers' rights, and biodiversity, also through adherence to
certification schemes.

In this context, Regulation (EU) 2023/1115 (EUDR) introduces an ambitious regulatory framework
for all operators in the European market, giving meaning and value to the commitments we have
been pursuing voluntarily for years.

From the outset, we have supported the effective implementation of the EUDR, and we can proudly
affirm that the supply chain we represent is responsibly preparing for its implementation.

We are therefore opposed to any proposal to amend the regulation that would require a new
legislative process and is not backed by comprehensive impact assessments based on factual data
concerning specific sectors, markets, and categories of operators. We are concerned by recurring
attempts to delay, revise, or even repeal Regulation (EU) 2023/1115. Such initiatives not only
undermine the credibility of European institutions and national governments, but also increase legal
uncertainty, generate confusion and rising operational costs, and send an incoherent message to
consumers—especially at a time when the demand for transparency and sustainability is growing.

The challenges and complexities encountered in the implementation phase can be resolved through
secondary legislation and delegated acts, with support from the European Commission and Member
States to provide interpretative guidance and refine operational tools through technical interventions
(such as guidelines, FAQs, and assistance). Furthermore, negotiations with third countries are
necessary, as well as ensuring the harmonization of the EUDR implementation framework at the
national level.

Among the open issues that we consider essential and urgent to resolve are, for example:

e The resistance of some producing countries to releasing geolocation polygons, resulting in
significant operational challenges for the palm oil supply chain, particularly for European
operators, who are solely held legally accountable;

e Gaps in the list of palm oil derivative products in Annex |, leading to disruptions in the level
playing field, which should be addressed through the Draft Delegated Regulation —
Ares(2025)3099313.
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The necessary clarifications must result in a practical and applicable regulatory framework to achieve
the intended outcomes.

We strongly reaffirm that:

o Stability of the legal framework is essential for the competitiveness of European businesses;

e The Regulation (EU) 2023/1115 must be preserved in its ambition and timeline and
implemented with consistency and pragmatism;

e An early revision of EUDR, before the timeline already foreseen, would open a dangerous
phase of uncertainty and discourage investment;

e Concrete support for smallholders in producing countries remains essential for fair and
inclusive implementation.

Our organizations remain available to the European Commission and the National Competent
Authorities to contribute to solving the remaining open issues, considering the complexities and
specificities of the different supply chains, certification systems, and existing corporate policies.

The undersigned organizations:

Alliance pour la Préservation des Foréts www.alliance-preservation-forets.org

GREPALMA - Palm Grower Association of Guatemala www.grepalma.org

MVO - The Netherlands Oils and Fats Industry www.mvo.nl
Unione Italiana per I’Olio di Palma Sostenibile www.oliodipalmasostenibile.it
Amici della Terra Italia onlus www.amicidellaterra.it

Orangutan Land Trust www.orangutanlandtrust.com
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